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Ans.1)b.ChildLabour:

OnefineSundaymeandafrienddecidedtoheadoutforaroadtriptowardstheoutskirtsofthecity.Westoppedat

apetrolpumpforrefuelingourvehicleandaswewerestandingtheregettingourvehicle’stankrefuelled,theperson

whowasattendingtousstartedshoutingatandtryingtoshooawaysomething.Ithoughtitmightbesomeanimal

tryingtogetintothepetrolpumppremisesandIturnedaround,onlytonoticethatitwasn’tananimalorsomethingbut

alittlegirl,agedabouttenorso,fromwhatsheappearedtobelike,intornandtatteredclotheswithahandfulof

flowersshewasapparentlytryingsell.Thekid’snamewasZarinaandsheresidedinaslumnearbyandfrequentedthe

pumptryingtosellflowerstopassersby.Anotheremployeeatthepumpwhoapparentlywaswatchingeverythingallthis

whilecameuptousandtoldmethatthelittlegirl’sfatherwasadrunkardandthathermotherhadpassedaway

followingwhichherfatherhadfallensickduetohisillhabitsandsincethenhasbeenforcinghertoworkformoney.I

askedthelittlegirlhowmuchwouldaflowercostme,andsherepliedwithaninnocentsmileonherface,"20rupees

didi”,hopingshewouldbegettingsomemoneyifIboughttheflowerfromher.Iboughtthewholebunchofflowers

fromherandgavehertwo500rupeenotes.Shewassoyoungthatshedidn’tevenrealizewhatthevalueofthose

twonoteswere.Shetookthemoneyandjustassheturnedaroundtogoaway,Icalledouthernameandassheturned

backIranuptoher,bentdownandhuggedherandreturnedbackthebunchofflowers.Thiswholeincidentleftme

thinkingabouthowcountlesschildreninIndialikeZarinaareforcedtoworkatanagewhentheyshouldbestudyingand

playingbutduetopovertyandparentalpressureresultingfromilllivingconditionsandnumerousotherfactorsalikeare

pushedintosuchsituations.

Ans2).
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SYNOPSIS :-SETINANEXTERIORLOCATIONINTHEOUTSKIRTSOFTHECITY,THENARRATORMEETS

ALITTLEKIDSELLINGFLOWERSANDISDEEPLYMOVEDBYTHESTRUGGLESOFTHISPOORKIDWHOIS

DEPRIVEDOFHERCHILDHOODFORCEDTOWORKINORDERTOEARNFORSURVIVAL.

CHARACTERS :-1)THENARRATOR–ANKITA



2)THEKIDSELLINGFLOWERS–ZARINA

3)PETROLVENDINGMACHINEOPERATOR1

4)PETROLVENDINGMACHINEOPERATOR2

5)NARRATOR’SFRIEND

PLOT :-THENARRATORANDHERFRIENDAREOUTONAROADTRIPANDSTOPBYAPETRO

PUMPFORREFUELLINGWHERETHEYMEETTHEPROTAGONISTOFTHESTORYANDENGAGEINACONVERSATION.

SCENE1:EXT.PETROLPUMP

(INDISTINCTCHATTERINGANDNOISESATTHEFUELLINGSTATION,SOUNDSOFVEHICLESINQUEUE)

FRIEND:HEYANKITA!GIVEMESOMECASHAYE,WEWONTBESEEINGMUCHOFTHESEREFUELLINGSTATIONS

ONTHEWAYSOWE’DBETTERGETTHETANKFULLFORCONVINIENCE.

ANKITA:(SOUNDOFOPENINGHERPURSE)HERE,WAIT.

(SUDDENLYTHEVENDINGMACHINEOPERATORSHOUTSOUTLOUDATSOMETHINGTOWARDSTHEENTRY)

OPERATOR1:OI!!!SHOOO!!!DON’TYOUDARECOMEINSIDEYOULITTLESCOUNDREL!!SHOOO!!!

(ANKITAONHEARINGTHISTURNSAROUNDTOSEEWHOWASTHEOPERATORSCREAMINGATSUCHRUDELY

ONLYTOSEEALITTLEGIRLSTANDINGATTHEENTRYWITHBUNCHOFFLOWERSINHERHAND)

SCENE2:-

(INTENSECONVERSATIONBETWEENANKITAANDOPERATOR1)

ANKITA :DADA!PLEASEDON’TSHOUTLIKETHAT,WHATWRONGHASTHATLITTLEGIRLDONETOYOU?

OPERATOR1:MADAM,THESEFILTHYLITTLEKIDSJUSTLOITERHEREAROUNDANDNAGPEOPLE

UNNECESSARILY!THEREHAVEBEENMANYCOMPLAINSFROMCUSTOMERSANDTHESEKIDSAREAMENACE!

ANKITA :BUTDADA,THATPOORLITTLEKIDDOESN’TSEEMLIKETHAT,LOOKHOWHELPLESSLYSHEIS

STANDINGTHERE,SUCHATINYPOORLITTLEKID,ALLPALEANDWEAK,IWONDERHOWHEARTLESSHER

PARENTSWOULDBETOSENDTHISLITTLEKIDTOWORKATTHISTENDERAGE.

(THEOPERATORMURURSSOMETHINGTOHIMSELFANDGETSBACKTOWHATHEWASDOINGANDANKITA

TURNAROUNDCALLSOUTTOTHELITTLEKIDSTANDINGATTHEENTRYPASSAGEWITHTHEFLOWERS)

(ENTERZARINA)



**softmusicplaying**

ANKITA:HEYYOU!WHAT’SYOURNAME?(SHEASKSASSHEADVANCESTOWARDSTHEKID)

SCENE3:-

(CONVERSATIONSTARTSBETWEENANKITAANDZARINA)

ZARINA:(WITHAFAINTSMILEONHERFACE,STILLSTANDINGWHERESHEWASPREVIOUSLY)MEMSAHEB,

MYNAMEISZARINA!DOYOUWANTTOBUYAFLOWER?PLEASETAKEAFLOWERMEMSAAB!

ANKITA:AWWW!THESEFLOWERSLOOKSOBEAUTIFUL,WHEREDIDYOUGETTHEMFROMZARINA?

ZARINA:FROMTHEMARKET,PLEASEBUYAFLOWER,ONLYTWENTYRUPEESMEMSAAB!

ANKITA:YES,YESHONEY,IWILLBUYAFLOWERBUTBEFORETHAT,ZARINAWHEREDOYOUSTAY

(TOTHISZARINAJUSTNODSBUTPOINTSHERFINGERTOWARDSTHEOTHERENDOFTHEROAD)

ANKITA:DOYOUGOTOSCHOOL?

(THESMILEFROMHERFACESUDDENLYDISAPPEARSANDSHENODSSAYINGNOBUTSUDDENLYAFTERA

PAUSESPEAKSUP)

ZARINA:(INANINNOCENTTONE)MYFRIENDGOESTOSCHOOLANDPLAYSANDHASAPENCILBOX!

**SADMUSICPLAYING**

ANKITASTARTSTHINKINGOFHOWINSENSITIVEANDIGNORANTWOULDTHEPARENTSOFTHISLITTLEKIDWOULD

BETOMAKE***HERWORKLIKETHISATSUCHASMALLAGE,ANDMOREWHENTHECHILDHERSLEFISEAGERTO

STUDYANDGOTOSCHOOLAND DESERVESTOHAVEANORMALLIFELIKEOTHERKIDSOFHERAGE.**

ALLTHISWHILEANOTHEREMPLOYEEATTHEPETROLPUMPHADBEENWATCHINGEVERYTHINGTHATWAS

TAKINGPLACEANDHECOMESUPUPTOTHEMANDSTARTSUPACONVERSATIONWITHZARINA.

SCENE4:-

(CONVERSATIONBETWEENANKITAANDVENDINGMACHINEOPERATOR2)

OPERATOR2:MADAM,ISTHISKIDBOTHERINGYOUMUCH?

ANKITA :NO,NOBHAIYYA!SHEISSUCHAWONDERFULKID,ITSSOSADDENINGTOSEESUCHASMALL

KIDONTHEROADSSELLINGSTUFF LIKETHIS.



OPERATOR2:(INASOMEWHATROUGHTONE) AREYMADAM!IKNOWABOUTHERFAMILY,THEYRESIDEIN

THESLUMOVERTHERE(POINTINGHISFINGERTOTHEOTHERSIEOFTHEROAD).HERFATHER,ISAFILTHYIDIOT,

ADRUNKARDWITHNOMORALSNOTHING,USEDTOBEATUPTHELITTLEKIDANDHERMOTHER...

ANKITA:(INANANGRYYETHELPLESSTONE)IMEANHOW!!!??WHY??!!HUH???!

(SHEISAGAININTERRUPTEDBYTHEMANWHOSTARTSTALKING)

OPERATOR2:……BUTHERMOTHERPASSEDAWAYAFEWFEWYEARSBACKANDSOONAFTERHERFATHER

TOOFELLILLANDSINCETHENTHATMANHASBEENFORCINGTHISLITTLEKIDTOGOTOWORK,BUTYOUKNOW

MADAM,THATMANSTILLHASN’TGIVENUPONDRINKINGANDSTILLHITSTHEPOORKID,EVERYONEUPTHERE

KNOWSABOUTTHEMBUTNOBODYCARES.

(ANKITAWASLEFTSPEECHLESSANDDIDN’TKNOWHOWTOREACTORRESPONDTOTHAT,SHE

CONTINUOUSLYKEPTSTARINGATZARINAWHOWASSTILLWAITINGTHEREWIUTHTHATINNOCENTSMILEON

HERFACEANDTHOSEFLOWERSINHERHAND)

**Dramaticsoftsadmusicplays**

EXITOPERATOR2.

SCENE5:

(ANKITATURNSTOWARDSZARINAANDCARESSSESHERANDCONVERSATIONSTARTS)

ANKITA:ZARINA,BABUWILLYOUGIVEMEALLTHESEFLOWERS?

ZARINA:(SOEMWHATCONFUSED)*NODS*

ANKITA:HOWMUCHWILLALLTHISFLOWERSCOSTME??

ZARINA:(STILLWITHACONFUSEDLOOKONHERFACE)*MURMURING*

(SHEWASTRYINGHARDTOFIGUREOUTHOWMUCHWOULDALLTHEFLOWERSCOSTCAUSESHEHADNEVER

BEENINTOASITUATION LIKETHATBEFORE.SHEWASUSEDTOTHEIGNORANCEANDTHEHARDSHIPSANDTHE

ILLTREAMENTFROMEVERYONEANDDIDN’TKNOWHOWTORESPOND)

ANKITA:HEREYOUGIVEMEALLTHEFLOWERSANDI’LLPAYYOUFORALLOFTHEM,OKAY??

ZARINA:*NODSAGAIN*BUTTHISTIMEWITHASMILEONHERFACECAUSESHEWASABLETOSELLTHE

FLOWERSANDWOULDBEGETTINGMONEYFORTHAT.

(ANKITATAKESOUTTWO500RUPPEENOTESFROMHERPURSEANDHANDSITSOVERTOZARINA,WHOHAS

NOCLUEWHATWASHAPPENINGANDALSOCONFUSEDCAUSESHEHADNOTSEENSOMUCHMONEYALLAT

ONCEBEFOREANDWASN’TEVENSUREIFTHEYWEREREALMONEY,CAUSESHEWASTOOYOUNGAND

INNOCENTTOREALISETHEVALUEOFTHOSESHINYNOTESANDONLYKNEWTHATTHOSEWEREMONEYAND



WOULDFETCHHERFOODATTHEENDOFTHEDAY.)

ANKITA:ISTHISENOUGHZARINA??AREYOUHAPPY??

ZARINA:(WITHAWIDEGRINONHERFACE)*NODS*(ANDTURNSAROUNDTOGOAWAY….)

ANKITA:HEYZARINA!!!!!WAIT!!!COMEBACKYOU!

(ZARINACOMESBACKWITHACONFUSEDLOOKONHERFACE)

ANKITA:(HANDINGOVERTHEBUNCHOFFLOWERSBACKTOTHELITTLEKID)

HERE,TAKEYOURFLOWERS!THESEAREAGIFTFORYOU.

(ZARINATAKESTHEFLOWERSANDISSUCHOVERWHELMEDTHATSHEASKSANKITATOBENDDOWNAND

PLACESAKISSONHERCHEEKSSMILESINNOCENTLY)

ANKITA:NOWOFFYOUGO!!ILOVEYOU!!

**HAPPYSONGPLAYING**

(ANDZARINARUNSAWAYANDWHILESHEGOESSHEHALTSATTHEENTRYOFTHEPETROLPUMPWHERE

ANKITASAWHERSTANDINGFORTHEFIRSTTIME,SHESMILESBRIGHTLYANDWAVESATANKITAANDRUNS

AWAYHAPPILY)

***THISWHOLEINCIDENTMAKESANKITAREALISEHOWCHILDREN'SLIKEZARINAAREFORCEDTOWORKATAN

AGEWHENTHEYACTUALLYSHOULDBESTUDYINGANDPLAYINGANDENJOYINGLIFEBUTDUETOCERTAIN

UNAVOIDABLESITUATIONTHEYAREPUSHEDTOLIVEADARKGREYLIFELIKEZARINA***

_____*****_____


