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Topic:HumansorAnimals,Mother'sstruggleisreal.

Motherhoodissupposedtobeamagicaltimeinone'slife,andrightlyso.Iknow

youmightbethinkingwhya22yearoldistalkingaboutmotherhoodbutlet's

forgetthatforamomentandthinkwhatabouttheonesthatdon'thaveahome

togobacktoorasafespacetolayinpeace?Thisisthestoryofabeautiful

straydogwhoimetduringthelockdownperiodandnowisamajorpartofmylife.

DuetotheCOVID-19outbreakweallwereunderstrictrestrictionsandtaking

extraprecautionsandasIlivewithmymotherandmygrandmother,whoareold

andmorepronetogetaffected,Itookchargeofshoppingthegroceriesandother

essentials.Onesuchdaywheniwasoutearlymorningtogetussomefresh

vegetablesfromthenearbystall,justmidwaythroughtheroadihearda

whimperingsound.Ifollowedthesoundwhichledtoatunnelclosebyandtomy

uttersurprisefoundadoglyinginapatheticcondition.Shehadjustgivenbirthto

sixbabiesandwasinutterdiscomfortandlookedhelpless.

Afterstaringherforawhile,irealizeditwasRani.Shewasthestraywhousedto

stayinourcolonyandhaslostheroneleginanaccident.Thekidsinthearea

namedhersoasshewasveryfriendlyandwouldsitnearaslabwatchingthem

playalldaylong.Lookingatherillcondition,Idecidedtogobackhomeandtalkto

mummaaboutheranddosomethingforthepoorsoul.SinceIalreadyknewit

wouldbereallytoughconvincingmymotherasshehasbeenallergictoanimalsall

herlifeandtogetRanitoourplacewouldneedalotofbutteringandsweet-

talkingsoIthoughtforanalternatethingtodoforthetime-being.



Asdogfoodwasnotavailableanywhereneartoourplace,Icookedsomericewith

boiledchickenandtooktwoblanketsandagunnybagandwentbacktotheplace

whereIsawthemlast.Shewasstilltherelyingandshiveringincold.Iservedher

thefoodandpattedherforawhileandstayedtheresothatshecouldbemore

comfortablebeingaroundmeandwhenshewasfinallyabitrelaxed,Igentlytook

herbabiesandplacedthemontheblanketonebyoneandalsomadesurethat

therewassomespaceremainingforhertoo.Whenallofthemwereonthe

blanket,Icoveredthemupnicelysothattheycouldbeshieldedfromthecoldand

leftsomeextrafoodsothatshecouldhaveitlaterandheadedbackhomewitha

hopethatiwouldbeabletotakethemwithmesoon.

AfteranightfullofpersuasionsandreassuringthatIwilltakecareofthem,my

motherhesistatinglygaveagreencardtoRaniandherbabiesinourhousebutwith

aconditionthatwewillkeepherintheroomnearthestairway.Thenextmorning

withthehelpofafriend,Ibroughttheminourhouse.Afterthembeing

comfortableintheirnewhome,ItookRanitoanearbyveterinarianfora

checkup.Afterathoroughcheck-upforfewdays,Rani'shealthshowed

improvementandthepuppiesalsobeganmaturingrapidly.Thebabiessoonstarted



runningaroundthecompoundandmymothertoobeganlovingandpatting

them.WenamedthebabiesasTiny,Fudgie,Laddoo,kuchi,Golu&Pie.Butasitis

rightlysaid,toomuchhappinessleadstosomesorrow,OnemorningIwokeuptoa

sadnews.Mymotherfoundoneofthepupdead.Wenamedhimladdoo.Hewas

malnourishedandweakfrombirthitselfbutweneverthoughthewouldleaveuson

suchashortnote.Itwashardforustodealwiththislossandmymotherwas

mostaffectedbyit.SincethenshebecamemoresympatheticandclosetoRani.

Whenallthebabiesweregrownupenough,Wedecidedtoappealforadoptionas

keepingallofthemwasn'tpossibleforus.Onebyoneallofthebabiesgotadopted

andfoundtheirforeverhomesandlovingparents.Thoughitwassorrowfulto

separateRanifromherbabiesbutwehadnooptionandalsoitwasgoodforthe

pupstohavetheirownhomewheretheywillreceiveunconditionalloveand

care.Weareinconstanttouchwiththefamilieswhohaveadoptedthelittle

ones.NowRanistayswithus,notinthedownstairroombutwithusupstair.Sheis

undertreatmentforthelegshelostandsomeskinproblemsbutisdoingfarbetter

thanbefore.OutofallthisthebestpartisthatRaniismymother'sfavouritechild

currentlyreceivingallmyshareofloveandaffection.HenceasIsaidinthe



beginningsheisamajorpartofmylifeandoursmallfamilyandwearegladthat

shehasacceptedusasherfamilyaswell.
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