
Topic:VariouslocalfestivalsofNortheastIndia.

1). BathowPuja

ThelargesttribetoresideinAssamaretheBodo'sandoneofthemostimportantreligious

festivalthattheBodo-KachariesofAssamcelebrateistheBathowPuja.Itwascelebratedon

22ndMarchthisyear.Over40lakhBodopeoplefromNortheastIndiaregioncelebratethis

festival.TheBathowPujaiscelebratedforthegoodharvestofcropsandforwelfareofthe

nature.Theancientceremonyofthefestivalincludesofferingpuja(actofworship)toancient

deitiessuchasGilaDamra,KhliaBwrai,BathowBwrai,SriBrai((Shibbwrai),etc.Itisbelieved

thatthatsomeidentifythisgodwiththeHindugodLordShiva.Therearevariousformsof

thisfestivalnamely,Garja,KheraiandMarai,fromwhichKheraiisofutmostimportance.

IntheBathowPuja,theBodowomenaresupposetowearthemainsetofYellowMaidi

DokhonaaswithoutwhichtheBathowpujaisincomplete.TheyellowDokhonatosignifiesthe

newsunshineandthegreenagorsarefabricatedmarkthenaturalaura.Beforethebathow

pujafestivalthereligiousritesoftheGarjaareperformedandaccordinglyadateisfixedby

theBodovillagersforperformingtheKheraiPuja.Bathowisnotjustafestivalbutalso

consideredasareligion.

2). KaramPuja

KaramPujaisoneofthemostimportantharvestfestivalcelebratedbytheIndianstatesof

Assam,WestBengal,Odisha,Jharkhand,Bihar,MadhyaPradesh,andChhattisgarh.InAssam,

thisisafestivalofgreatimportancecelebratedbytheteatribecommunitieswiththeviewof

appeasing'MotherofEarth'-Thegodessesofcreation.Thefestivaliscelebratedonthenight

of'BhadoEkadasi'thatis,onthe11thdayofPurnimaorthefullmoonnightoftheHindu

monthofBhado(Bhadra),whichisgenerallyinthemidAugustandSeptember.Thepujais

offeredtoKaramDevtawhoisthegodoffate,power,youth,andyouthfulness.

Thekarampujaiscelebratedforgoodharvest.Theritualofthepujainvolvespeoplegoingto

theforestandcuttingabranchfromtheKaramtreeandiscarriedbythedancers

accompaniedbysinging.Thisbranchisthenwashedwithmilkandricebeerandraisedinthe



middleofthedancingarena.Afterthis,everyoneofferstheirprayerfollowedbyacommunity

feast,andthedrinkingofricebeerwithsinginganddancing.Thenextday,theKarambranch

issprinkledwithcurdoftheseasandimmersedintheriverbed.

3). DurgaPuja,BarakValley

Barakvalleyisabengali-dominatedregionofAssamandthebiggestfestivalcelebratedhereis

thedurgapuja.Thisfestivaliscelebratedthroughoutthecountrywithgreatenthusiasmandit

isnotonlythebiggestHindufestivalbutalsothemostimportantsocio-culturaleventinBengali

Hindusociety.ThefestivalofDurgaPujaisgenerallycelebratedinbetweenthemonthsof

SeptembertoOctober.TheDurgaPujahasbeencelebratedsincethemedievalperiodand

haveevolvedovertime.Thisfestivaliscelebratedtoobservethevictoryofthegoddess

DurgaoverthedemonkingMahishasura.

ThefirstdayiscelebratedasMahalayawhichsignifiestheadventofthegoddess.The

worshippingofgoddessbeginonthesixthdayi.e,onSasthi.Duringtheconsecutivethree

daysgoddessdurgaisworshippedinvariousformssuchaslakshmi,saraswatiandmany

others.TheenddayiscalledasVijayaDashamiwhentheidolsarecarriedinhugeprocessions

withpeopledancingandsingingandareimmersedinthelocalrivers.Thecustomsymbolises

thedepartureofgoddessdurgatoherhusband'shomeShiva.Thefestivalbeginsonthesame

dayasNavratri.

4). FalconFestival,Unrangsu

TheFalconfestivalisorganizedeveryyearbytheBlueHillSocietyandsupportedbyAssam

ForestDepartment,38AssamRifles,CharitiesAidFoundation(CAF)-IndiaandWildlifeTrust

ofIndia(WTI)atUmrangsutown,ahillyplaceofWestKarbiAnglong.Itiscelebratedbetween

OctoberandNovember.Alistofprogrammesarescheduledduringthisfestival.Karbi,Dimasa

andothertribalgroupsofthisregionshowcasetheircultureinthefestivalwiththehopeof

attractingmoretouriststothedistrictforthetourismsectortogetmoreexposure.Also,

thereisanotherreasonforthecelebrationofthisfestival.Thethreedaysfestivalalsoaims

atcreatingawarenessamongthepeopleaboutAmurFalcons,thelongesttraveledmigratory

birdswhoroostnearthescenicKoplireservoirinlargenumbers.

Earliertheamurfalconwerekilledforconsumptionbutwiththesuccessfulinitiativetakento

spreadawarenessaboutthesebirds,therateofkillingthebirdshaveshownsignificant



decreaseandpeopleacrossvariousregionscomeheretoattendthisfestivaltoenjoyand

watchthearrivalofthesebirds.Theprogrammesofthefestivalincludesfashionshow,Miss

GrandFalconcompetition,culturalfunctionaswellasexhibitiontodisplayvarioustraditional

cuisinesandHandloomandhandicraftproducts.

5). KatiBihu

BihuisthemostimportantandthebiggestfestivalcelebratedinAssam.KatiBihualsoknown

astheKongaliBihuisoneofthethreeBihufestivalscelebratedinthestate.Thekatibihuis

thefestivalofthepoorandisgenerallycelebratedinthemidofOctoberwhenthecropsare

atthegrowingstageandthegranariesofthefarmersareexhausted.Thisbihuiscelebrated

bylightningcandlesorlampsor'Saaki'onthetipsofbamboopolesinthefieldsandalsounder

thetulsiplantsandinthegranariestowelcomeGoddessLakshmihome.

Inthepaddyfields,aspecialkingoflampislitcalledthe'akaxhbati'(skycandle)onthetipsof

tallbamboo.Thecultivators/farmerschantspellstowardoffanynegativityandpestsinthe

fieldandforthegoodhealthoftheircrops.Thelocalsalsocelebratethefestivalbylightning

diyasintheirhomesandfieldsandperformculturaldanceandorganisefeasts.Thescientific

significanceofthisfestivalisthat,thelampsattracttheinsectsofthepaddyfieldandthey

fallpreyintothefireoftheselampshencelettingthecropsbeinsectfree.

6). RassMahotsav,Majuli

TheintregalpartofthepeopleresidinginMajuliaretheirculturaleventsandRassMahotsavis

oneoftheirmostimportantfestival.ItiscelebratedinNovembereveryyearatMajuliinthe

nameofLordKrishnawithgreattriumph.IntheIsland,thevariousmonasteriesinterpretethe

lifestoryofLordKrishnausingdifferentartisticandculturalformssuchasmasks,puppets,

folkdancesandsongsanddramas.Raasisanautumnalfestivalwhichisobservedonthefull

moondayofKartikorAghonmonth.Thisfestivalattractsalargenumberofdomesticand

internationaltourists.TheyearlycelebrationofRaasMahotsavalsoprovidesscopeformany

sourcesofincometoitsresidents.

Duringthisfestival,Majulibecomesanauthenticplaceforpilgrimage.Inthethree-dayslong

festival,theRassLeelaofLordKrishnaiscelebratedthroughtheperformanceofvarious

talentedartist.DifferentsegmentsofLordKrishna'slifeisplayedoutincludinghis

birth,mischief,Hisbraveactsofkillingvariousdemons,HiswinoverKingKansaandHisacts



withtheGopis.Itisalsobelievedthatduringthesethreedaysthelandofmajulibecomesthe

abodeoflordkrishnaandotherdivinelyfigures.

7). RassMahotsav,Nalbari

ThehistoryofHariMandirinNalbariandRassmohotsaviscorrelated.Rassfestivalisthemain

reasonforwhichtheHariMandirhasearnedit'spresentdayreputation.TheRaaxfestivalin

nalbariiscelebratewithmuchgloryandsolemnityduringthemonthofNovember.Thefestival

isinterweavedwiththesocio-culturalaspectofthepeopleofNalbari.Thecelebrationis

relatedwithRassLeelaofLordKrishnawiththe'Gopis'.

TheRassMahotsavinNalbariiscelebratedintheHariMandir.Alongwiththis,abigmelaisset

upandthelocalpeopleperformtheatrestoshowcaseandtellthestoriesofLordKrishna's

RassLeelathroughtheirdrama.Itisalsobelievedthattheenchantingautumnmoonfollowed

bythegentlebreezemadeLordKrishnapickuphisflute.Thus,thisfestivaliscelebratedwith

greatpompcreatingafestiveAmbiencethroughoutthetownandattractingpeoplefrom

differentregionstovisittheplacetoenjoythisauthenticfestival.

8). AssamTeaFestival,Jorhat

Teafestivalsarecelebratedaroundtheglobetounderstandtheimportanceofthisbeveragein

humanlife.TheAssamteafestivalisthelargestinIndiaandiscelebratedinJorhat,astateof

Assamasthisplaceliesintheheartoftheteaindustryandisknownforitsextensivetea

gardens,withmuchfun,music,jovialityandlotsoftea.TeaisthebrandidentifyofAssam

beingthemainteaproducingregion.Thefestivalisheldeveryyearbetweenthewinter

monthsofNovemberandJanuary.

ThisGrandfestivalattractsthetouristsfromseveralregionsofferingvariousactivitiessuchas

strolltotheteagardens,playinggolf,safaristothejunglesinthestate,tastingthedelicious

localfooditemsanddifferentkindsoftea.Therearealsoothersportadventuressuchas

raftingandgolfing.Alongwiththis,thelocalsalsopreparesomeculturalmusicanddance

eventstoentertainthetouristsandmakethemfeelwarm.Thisfestivalmirrorstheculture,

beautyandthewarmhospitalityofthepeopleofAssam.

9). JudimaFestival,Haflong

TheJudimaFestivalheldeveryyearonmidofDecembershowcasesthescenicbeautyofthe



hilldistrictwiththethemeofpreserving,promotingandnurturingtheethnicculture,music,

folkart,danceandcraftsofDimasatribalslivinginDimaHasaodistrict.Thisfestivaldisplays

theexpertiseinbrewingricewinebythepeopleofDimasa.Apartfromthis,thefestivalalso

focusestocommencetheideaofanalternativelivelihoodtothelocalbrewersandtoputDima

HasaointourismmapofAssaminparticularandinIndiatopromotetourismrelatedactivities.

Thenameofthefestival'judima'comesfromthetraditionalricebrewoftheDimasa

communitywhichisuniqueintasteandisanimportantpartoftheDimasasociallife.

Theeventsofthefestivalisplannedsuitablyincludingvarietyofethnicdelicaciesonecan

tasteandfabricsandperformancesliketraditionalsong,danceandsports,whichprovidea

glimpseoflifeandloreofthepeopleinthedistrict.

10). MartyrdomofGuruTeghBahaduratDhubri

OnthebankofthemightyBrahmaputraRiverofAssam,GurdwaraSriGuruTeghBahadur

SahibistheGurdwaraofSikhsinthetownofDhubri.GuruNanakwhowasthefirstSikhGuru

visitedthisplacein1505andmetSrimantaSankardeva,astheGurutravelledfromDhakato

Assam.Later,SriGuruTeghBahadurSahibJiwhowastheninthGuruofSikhreligionstayed

inDhubribetween1662-65andplayedahugeroleasapacifisttobringpeacetotheregion

thatwastornbywarbetweentheMughalsandtheAhomsandtheGurdwarahasbeenbuilton

thespotwhereGuruTeghBahadurhadstayedandnegotiatedpeaceduringhistimehere.

TherearetwoshrinesintheregionGurudwaraDamdamaSahibandGurudwaraSriGuruTegh

BahadurSahib.

EveryyearinthemonthofDecember,Sikhdevoteesfromallovertheworldassembleinthis

GurdwaratomarkthemartyrdomofGuruTeghBahadurwithduedignityandritualsand

participateintheNagarKirtan.ThisfestivalisalsocalledasSahideeGuruParav.

11). DehingPatkaiFestival

OnceeveryyearatatLEKHAPANIintheTinsukiadistrictofAssamtheDehingPatkaifestival

iscelebrated.Thefestivalwasfirstinauguratedintheyear2002byDr.APJAbdulKalam.

ThefestivalisorganizedbytheGovernmentofAssamtoshowcasethenaturalbeautyofthe

regionandtoattracttouristsintothestateatthebesttimeoftheyear.Thefestivalaimsto

displaytheAssamesetribalcultureandthenameisgivenafterthebeautifulPATKAIrangeand

themesmerizingDEHINGriver.Thecelebrationincludeswiderangeofactivitiessuchas



communityfairs,teatours,adventuresports,andgolfing.Oneoftheimportantpartsofthe

festivalalsoincludesatriptotheTeagardensandtheDigboioilfield.Thetribalpeopletake

parttoexhibittheirtraditionaldanceandmusicformsalongwithgamesandlocalfashion.

Thefestivalisculturallyrichandcolourful,highlightingthelivesofpeopleoftheregionandalso

providesplentyofactivities,livemusic,dance,andtradition.Therearenumeroussuch

festivalsinnortheasternIndiatopaygratitudetothenaturaldeitiesandoneofthosefestivals

intheDehingPatkaiFestival.
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