
TezpurUniversity

MC577MEDIAINNORTHEASTINDIA

SubmittedBy:-

Name:AnkitaBhowmick

RollNo.:MCM20006

Course:M.Ainmasscommunication&journalism

Test3/AssignmentTest

Professor:JunaliDekaMaam

DueDate:03/02/2021

Department:MASSCOMMUNICATION&JOURNALISM,TezpurUniversity.



*RoleofAssamesecinemainbringingoutthesocial,politicalandculturalphenomenonof

theregion*

Cinemaisaformofartwhichisenjoyedbyeveryone,irrespectiveoftheirage.Cinemahas

mostlybeenusedbothasatoolforentertainmentandasthemediumforshowcasing

differentaspectsoflife,inotherwordspresentingthereelsideoftherealpicture.Cinema

transportsustoarealmofimaginationandawayfromalltheeverydayworriesandatthe

sametimeitisalsoaninfluentialmediuminthesocietyforculture,education,entertainment,

relaxation,recreationandpublicity.

Initiallytheatresweretheonlywaytogetaccesstothecinemabutwiththepopularityof

televisionandcableTV,watchingmoviesbecameeasierandwiththeadventofinternetand

mobilephones,wenowcanaccesscinemaonourmobilescreensandcanwatchthemjust

aboutanywhereandanytime.

Asthefilmcanbesaidtobethemirrorofthesociety,sowithit'sincreasingaudiencealarge

numberoffilmmakersofAssamhavehighlightedonthebroadrangeofsocial,politicaland

culturalphenomenonoftheregionthroughtheirfilms.Theirworksdisplaytheengagementwith

thelocalandregionalissueswhichareovertlyandsometimescovertlydepictedinthefilms.

TheoriginofAssameseCinemacanbetracedbacktothedreamsandimaginationof

RupkonwarJyotiprasadAgarwalawithhis'Joymoti'(1935).Thesubjectofthefilmiscentred

aroundtheAhomprincessJoymotiwhosacrificedherlifeforherhusbandandthekingdom.In

thewordsofnotedjournalist,BobbeetaSharma,Agarwala’sworkisaculturalreflectionthat

guidedAgarwalawhenhemadethefirstAssamesefilmJoymoti.PhaniTalukdar'scritiqueof

'Joymati'shedslightonadetailedexemplificationofthemakingofafilmthatshowcases

Assameseculturethroughtheshotsofthejapidance,thepalanquinsofnoblemen,sarai,

bota,canal-diggingthieves,bhaona,weavingloomsdepictingruralAssameselife.Thefilm's

aimwastoputuptheculturalplethoraofassamsothatordinarypeoplecouldrelatetheir

everydaylifeandunderstandtheimportanceoftheirownculture.Howeverthefilmpremiered

notinAssambutinBengal’sRownacHallinCalcuttaastherewerenofilmtheatresinAssam

toscreentheonethatheraldedthehumblebeginningsofafilmindustryinAssam.



Source:Internet(Joymoti)

AssameseCinemahasalwaysbeenalargegreenfieldcelebratingseasonswhereithas

distinctlyemphasizedontheruralscenarioofAssam.Therearenumberofsongsbasedonthe

rurallifeofthepeoplelike"XaruXaruAli"sangbyRudraBaruah,"Majuli"byNilutpolBoraand

manysuchalike.Therearecinema'sthathasshownthelifeofAssamesepeople,their

traditionaldress,theritualsoftheirwedding,theirlifestyle,foodhabits,dance,song,tea

gardensetchighlightingtheircultureasawhole.WealsohaveinstancesofBhaonamusicin

Sattriyamusicthathasbeenusedasabackgroundscoreinfilmsbylegendarymusiciansto

promoteandbringoutthecultureoftheregion.

Source:Internet(XaruXaruAli)



Assamhaswitnessednumeroussocio-politicalupheavalslikeChina’sinvasionin1962,the

AssamMovement,uprisingoftheULFA,riseofinsurgency,etcinthepost-independence

era.Tobringoutthestrugglesofpeopleduringthisphase,manyfilmmakersusedcinemato

spreadawarenessandgivepeopleaglimpseofthepast.Forinstance,JahnuBarua’sfilm

‘Papori’(1986)issetatthebackdropoftheAssamMovement.ThefilmshowshowBinodis

falselyaccusedofamurderandlater,hiswifePaporiisrapedbyasmuggler.Thefilm’saim

wastoshowthePresident’srulewhichwasimposedinAssamtocontrolthesituationatthat

timeandforwhichthousandsofinnocentslosttheirlivesinthistumultuous

situation;correctionofvoters’list,illegalsettlementsaresuggestiveofthemuddled

atmosphereofAssamduringtheAssamMovement.AnotherexampleisDineshGogoi’sfilm

‘SuryaTejorAnyaNaam’(1991),isthefirstonetoaddressexplicitlythecomplexityand

predicament,bornoutoftheinsurgency.

Source:Internet(Papori) Source:Internet(stillfromSuryaTejorAnyaNaam1991)

Hindiandregionalcinemasofthe1960’s,70’shelpedtopromotetheideaofIndian

nationalism,andtheideaofsecularism.Scriptwritersanddirectorswereconscioustowards

promotingtheideaofnationalism.'Siraj'(1988)isnotonlyaboutcommunalharmonybutisalso

aboutclassandcastedifferences.Whatisimportanttoobserveinthefilmisthattheclass

ofelitesrepresentedinthefilm,thatis,thetea-planters,areshownasHinduupper-castes.

Thisisapointtorememberasitalsoreinforcescertainrepresentationsthatdoseempalatable

tothesensibilitiesandtasteofthecinema-goingpublic.



Source:Internet(Siraj)

ManyRegionalfilmshavebeenquitesuccessfulintheirattemptofdiversifyingthewhole

conceptofcrosscultralismandglorifiedtheportrayalofethnicinclusivenessofthevarious

ethnicgroupsoftheregion.Forinstance,"EraBatorSur"whichwasthefirstfolklorebased

filmofDrBhupenHazarika,reflecttheemotionalrisingofthepeopleofthatera.Thetheme

ofthismovieisbasedoncharactersbelongingtotealabourerssocietyofAssam.The

exploitationscarriedoutbyoneclassofthesocietyalsofindimportanceinthemovie.Bhupen

Hazarikainspiresthepeopletoboldlyfaceandtofightofftheproblemsandadversitiesthat

lifemightposebefore.Anotherexampleis"Basundhara"(2009),directedandproducedby

HirenBora.Thefilmdealswithapressingcontemporaryecologicalissueofhuman-elephant

conflictintheregionofAssam.Similarly,therearemanysuchfilmsshowcasingthesocial

issuesoftheregion.

Source:Internet(Basundhara)



Thus,Regionalcinemahascomealongwaywithapinchofcommercialisation,betterfilming

techniquesnuseofthestate-of-artequipmentsandmostimportantly,brilliantmindsthathave

takentheircreativityofvisualportrayalanddepictionstoawholenewlevel.Withthe

emergenceofyoung,independentfilmmakersinAssamhavingdifferentmindset,intricacies,

perfection,shootingtechniques,etcmakestheconceptofthefilmmorelivelyandinteresting

fortheviewersatthesamtimegivingoutimportantmessagetotheaudience.Onesuch

exampleis'TheBulbulcansing'byRimadas.Alsofewregionalfilmshavereached

internationalplatformsandhavesuccessfullyspreadaconstructiveandpositivemessageto

theaudienceaboutthegrowingAssamesefilmindustry.
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