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1).

HowfarisNortheastintheraceofAutonomousColleges?

Asperourknowledge,IntheworldafterUnitedStatesandChina,thethirdlargestisIndia's

EducationSystemandatthistertiarylevel,TheUniversityGrantsCommissionisthegoverning

body.Itadministerseducationstandards,advicesthegovernment,helpscoordinatebetween

thecentreandthestateaswellasprovidesrecognitionanddisbursementoffundstothe

approvedcollegesanduniversities.ThehighereducationinIndiaincludesbothPubliccollegesor

universitiessupervisedbyGovernmentofIndiaandPrivateuniversitiessupportedbyvarious

bodiesandsocieties.HoweverbothpublicandprivateuniversitiesinIndiaarerecognizedbythe

UniversityGrantsCommission(UGC).

InIndianEducationsystem,therearetwotypesofcollegesanduniversitiesi.e;Affiliatedand

Autonomous.TheformermentionedneedstobeaffliatedtosomeortheotherUniversityand

havetofollowtherules,regulations,syllabusandexamsetandconductedbytheuniversity.

Incontrast,ThestatusofAutonomouscollegesgenerallyrefertoasacademicindependent

collegegrantedbytheUGC.TheseautonomouscollegesareaffiliatedtoGovernment

Universitiesbuthaveacademicindependencetoformtheirowneducationalstructureincluding

theeverydaycurriculum,syllabus,exams,etcthatmeetsthefuturestandardsofthat

particularfield.

Tolookbackatthepast,thenumberofcollegeswassmallforwhichtheaffiliatedsystem

couldeffectivelygoverntheworkingofthecollege,actasanexamingbodyandaward

degreesontheirbehalf.HoweverwiththeincreaseinthenumberofUniversitiesalloverthe

country,itisbecomingdifficulttoattendthevariedneedsofindividualcollegesbythe

universitywhichinturnisaffectingtheacademicdevelopmentofindividualcolleges.Therefore

Collegeshavingprospectiveforofferinghigherstandardprogrammesdonothavethefreedom

todoso.TheEducationCommissionof1964-66pointedtowardstheexerciseofacademic

freedombyteachersasapivotalneedforthedevelopmentofintellectualclimateofthenation

toenhancethehighereducationsystem.Thus,theEducationCommission(1964-66)

suggestedcollegeautonomytopromoteacademicexcellence.

TheobjectivesforAutonomouscollegeswereformulatedbyTheNationalPolicyonEducation

(1986-92)whichhighlightsthefreedomthattheautonomouscollegesshallhavesuchasto



determineandprescribeitsownsyallbusandcourseofstudythatsuitslocalneeds,to

prescriberulesforadmissioninaccordwiththereservationpolicyofthestategovernment,

usageofmoderntoolsforimpartingknowledgeandevokegreatercreativity,toputdifferent

methodsofassessmentofstudentsregardingtheirperformance,examinationandresults,

andtopromotehealthypracticesamongstudentslikecommunityservices,projectstobenefit

societyandenvironment,etc.Hencethesewerefewpurposeslaidoutfortheautonomous

collegestoperformupon.PartialAutonomyisnotgiventoanyinstitutionandautonomy

grantedtotheinstitutionisInstitutionalandcoversallthecoursesatUG,PG,Diploma,M.Phil

level.

Theimportanceofautonomouscollegeishugeasanautonomouscollegecarriesaprestigious

imageforthestudentsandtheteachers.AspertherulesandstandardsoftheNational

AssessmentandAccreditationCouncil(NAAC),anycollegewhichhasascoreof3.51or

aboveonameasurementscaleof0-4isconsideredastheAutonomouscollege.Thecolleges

whichhaveascoreof750orabovedulycertifiedbytheNationalAccreditationBoard(NAB)

iseligiblefortheautonomousstatus.Fortheirdiverserangeofpowersovertheacademic

structuresuchasselfgovernancecapability,academicexcellenceandimprovedinthequality

ofeducation,autonomouscollegesarehighlyondemandamongthestudents.Thefacilities

thatcomewiththeautonomystatusarehighlybeneficialandcrucialforadvancementofthe

entireteaching-learningprocess.Alongwiththis,suchcollegesarealsoconsideredasahonour

fortheregionandstateinwhichtheyexists.

InIndia,wehave25stateswith117Universitieshaving827autonomouscollegesapprovedby

theUniversityGrantsCommission(UGC).Amongthemthehighestnumberof227autonomous

collegesbelongtothestateofTamilNadufollowedbyAndhraPradeshmakingitthesecond

higheststatehaving114autonomouscollegesandthethirdstatehaving117asthehighest

numberofautonomouscollegesbelongstoMaharashtra.AsperthelistbyUniversityGrants

Commissionofapprovedautonomouscollegesdateon31stMarch2021,Otherstatesincludes

Assam03,Bihar02,Chhattisgarh13,Goa01,Gujarat05,Haryana01,HimachalPradesh05,

JammuandKashmir04,Jharkhand05,Karnataka79,Kerela22,MadhyaPradesh

44,Manipur02,Nagaland03,Odisha48,Pondicherry04,Punjab12,Rajasthan07,

Telangana74,UttarPradesh12,Uttrakhand04andWestBengal18.

AnalyzingthelistofAutonomouscollegesgivenbyUGC,wecanseethattheSouthernstates



ofIndiahasmoreautonomouscollegessuchasTamilNaduwith227,AndhraPradeshwith114,

Karnatakawith79,Kerelawith22,Pondicherrywith04andTelanganawith74autonomous

collegesthananyotherpartofthecountry.ShiftingourfocustoNortheastIndia,thenumber

istheleastwecanexpectfortheregion.Presently,Assamhasonlythreeautonomous

collegesrecognizedbytheUniversityGrantsCommission(UGC)namelyNorthLakhimpur

CollegeinLakhimpurandJagannathBarooahCollegeinJorhat.BoththeseCollegescome

underthejurisdictionofDibrugarhUniversityandNowgongCollegeinNagaonaffiliatedto

GauhatiUniversity.AssamUniversity,SilcharandTezpurUniversity,Tezpurdonothaveany

collegeunderthisschemeasperthelistpublishedbytheUGConMarch31,2021.TheStateof

Manipurhasonlytwoautonomouscollegesi.e,DonBoscoCollegeinManipurandOriental

CollegeinImphal(WestManipur)arebothaffiliatedtoManipurUniversity,Imphal.Another

stateofNortheastisNagalandhavingThreeapprovedautonomousCollegesnamelyKohiman

ScienceCollegeinNagaland,PatkaiChristianCollegeinDimapurNagalandandSt.Joseph's

CollegeinKohimaNagaland.AllthesethreeCollegescomesundertheauthorityofNagaland

University.HowevertheOtherStatesofNortheastsuchasArunachalPradesh,Meghalaya,

Tripura,SikkimandMizoramdonothaveasingleAutonomouscollege.

QualityHigherEducationisthemajortoolforsocio-economicdevelopmentparticularlyinthe

caseofdevelopingnations.Inacountrywithenormousdiversity,theNorthEasternregion

comprisingofsevenstatesisanimportantgeographicalentity.Evensothedevelopmentof

thisregionisimpededbycertaininherentdifficultiessuchasinadequateinfrastructure,adverse

climaticconditions,mountainouslandscape,politicalhappenings,borderclashesandethnic

tensions.ButsincethesettingupoftheCottonCollegein1901andGauhatiUniversityabout

halfcenturylaterinGuwahatimanysignificantchangeshavetakenplaceinthefieldof

educationinthisregion.AfterIndependencethereisamushroomgrowthinthenumberof

collegesinAssam.Eveninotherstatesoftheregion,academicopportunitiesattheUniversity

-levelhaveincreasedandarestillunfoldingandreachingnewdimensions.

Thequestionherearisesthatdespiteoftheimprovementintheacademicareaofthestate

whyisNortheastIndiastillbehindintheraceofachievingtheautonomousstatusforthe

collegesandifsowhatshouldtheregiondotoimproveit'sposition.

Afteranultimateanalysis,Theregionisstilllackingbehindwithahugegapcomparedtothe

restofthecountrywhenitcomestotheautonomousstatusofthecollegesduetoseveral



reasonslikeinfrastructure,LackofInteresttocarryoutresponsibilitiesonthepartofthe

organizationsassignedaswellaslowergradesgivenbyNAAC.AccordingtoUGC,togainthe

statusofautonomythecollegeshouldgothroughameticulousselectioncumscrutinyprocess

asthisawardcomeswithvariousconsiderabledegreesand,qualifyinvariousparameterswith

highacademicstandardsasthebasiccriteriasetbytheauthoritytobecomeanautonomous

college.Theinstitutionsthathaveclearvisionswouldprosperontheraceofsurvival.InAssam

andNortheastasawhole,therearefewassociationsandorganizationswhoarerelatedto

thisissueanditistheirresponsibilitytotaketherequiredstepstoencouragemorecollegesto

applyforthisstatus.AsGradefromNAACisanimportantparttoqualifyinthelistof

autonomouscolleges,thecollegesthereforeshouldstrivehardtoachieveabetterand

respectablegradefromNationalAssessmentandAccreditationCouncil(NAAC)forfinancial

andotherrecognition.Possessingastatusofautonomyislikeafeatherinone'scapwhichis

usuallylookedbystudentsandfacultymembersbeforeenrollinginacollegeinanydiscipline

includingbothgeneralandtechnical.

Thus,Autonomouscollegesarebreakingthetraditionalrigiddegreerequirementsbypermitting

studentstotakecoursesoutsidethenormallyprescribedcurriculumsuchasMaharashtrais

tryingtoallowstudentsfromoneautonomouscollegetotakecoursesinanotherautonomous

collegewithfullcreditthusprovidingvariedopportunityforstudentstoblossom.Themediaof

thestatesshouldalsohighlighttheimportanceofsuchapositivedevelopmentthathas

capabilitytoinspireothersconcerned.Thereformalsoopensthedoortoautonomyto

somewhatlesserperformaningcolleges.Therefore,allthestatesofthecountryspeciallythe

one'shavinglessnumberofautonomouscollegesshalltrytheirbesttoincreasetheirnumber

andimprovetheirqualityofhighereducation.

_____*****_____



2).

Elections2021:Thewarforthethroneofsupremacy

ThePreambleoftheConstitutiondeclaresIndiatobeDemocraticandRepublic.Oneofthe

mostimportantfeatureoftheDemocraticpolityiselectionsatregularintervals.Anelectionis

aformalprocessofvotingtochooseapersontobethepoliticalleaderorrepresentativein

government.Electionisthemediumthroughwhichtheattitudes,valuesandbeliefsofthe

peopletowardstheirpoliticalenvironmentarereflected.

India'sfirstgeneralelectionwasheldin1952whichledtothevictoryofourfirstPrimeMinister

JawaharlalNehruandtheCongressPartyofIndia.Inademocracy,CitizensRightToVoteisa

crucialwaybywhichpeoplecaninfluencethedecisionabouthowtheircountryshouldbe

governed.Politicianswhocontesttheelectionhavetopersuadepeopletosupportthemin

ordertowinanelection.EachPoliticalPartyhastopromisealistofpoliciesorplanofaction

thattheywouldcarryoutiftheygetelected.Citizenscanmaketheirchoicebymarkingona

ballotpaperandputtingitintoaballotboxwhichisnotopeneduntillthepollsareclosedor

ElectronicVotingMachines(EVMs)areusedtorecordvotesbysimplyallowingvoterstocast

theirvotesbypressingthebluebuttonontheballotingunitagainstthecandidateandsymbol

ofthevoter'schoice.

InordertofacilitatefreeandfairelectionstheConstitutionestablishesTheElection

CommissionofIndiaorECIwhichisaconstitutionalbodyentrustedwiththeresponsibilityof

administeringtheelectionsinIndia.TheECIwasestablishedin1950andworksasan

individualisticbodyfreefromanyexternalcompulsionfromthepartyinpowerorexecutiveof

thedayandthebasicobjectiveoftheECIistodefineandcontrolthecourseofelectionsheld

atvariouslevels.

ElectionsinIndiaarehailedasthefestivalofdemocracyandisheldafterevery5years.The

mostrecentelectionthattookplaceinIndiaisthe2021electionwhichincludesbye-elections

totheLokSabha,electionstotheRajyaSabhaandelectionstolegislativeassembliesof4

statesand1unionterritorynamelyAssam,Kerala,TamilNadu,WestBengalandPuducherry.

TheAssamLegislativeAssemblyelection2021wasthe15thquinquenniallegislativeassembly

electionheldintheIndianstateofAssamfrom27thMarch2021to6thApril2021inthree

phasestoelect126MLAs.AccordingtotheschedulesetbyECIthevotinginAssamis



supposedtobecountedon2ndMay,2021whereasthedateofcompletionisTuesday,4May

2021.

TheChiefElectionCommissionerannouncedthefollowingscheduleforElectioninAssam.The

firstphaseconsistedof47constituenciesforwhichthedateofissueofnotificationwas2nd

March2021andtheDateforfillingnominationendedon9thMarch2021whilethedatefor

scrutinyofnominationwas10thMarch,2021.Thelastdateforwithdrawalofnominationfor

thisphasewas12thMarch2021andthefinalpolldatewason27thMarch2021.TheSecond

phaseconsistedof39Constituenciesforwhichthespecificdateswere-Issueofnotification

datewas5thMarch2021,finishdatefornominationfillingwas12thMarch2021,Scrutinyof

nominationwas15thMarch2021,LastDateforWithdrawalofnominationwas17thMarch2021

andthepolldatewasscheduledon1stApril2021.Similarly,theThirdphaseincluded40

constituenciesandthedatesdefinedwere-NominationIssuedatewason12thMarch

2021,LastDateforfillingnominationwas19thMarch2021,Scrutinyofnominationwas20th

March2021,LastDateforWithdrawalofnominationwas22ndMarch2021andthefinalpoll

datewason6thApril.Thus,basedonthisscheduletheelectionisassamwasexecuted.

Atpresent,AssamisruledbytheBJP-ledNationalDemocraticAlliance(NDA)whichis

supportedbytheregionalpartiesAsomGanaParishad(ASP)andBodolandPeople'sFront

(BPF).ThepartiesthatparticipateinAssam's2021electionapartNDAwere-theCongress-

ledUnitedProgressiveAlliance(UPA)'Mahajath'supportedbyAllIndiaUnitedDemocraticFront

(AIUDF),BodolandPeople'sFront(BPF),CommunistPartyofIndia[Marxist](CPI-M),

CommunistPartyofIndia(CPI),CommunistPartyofIndia(Marxist-Leninist)Liberation

(CPI)[ML]L,AnchalikGanaMorcha(AGM)andRashtriyaJanataDal(RJD);andthecombined

AsomJatiyaParishad(AJP)andRaijorDal(RD)thatmayforgethelikelihoodofUnited

RegionalFront(URF).

Thepollbattleinthestateisprimarilyalliancevs.allianceandisgoingtobeinterestingasNDA

ishopingfor100plusseatswhereasmahajatheyesfor70seatsoutof126assembly

seats.Anapparentconclusionisthatanyoneofthemmustfailinachievingthetargetthat

theyhadset.Apparentlytalkingabouttheno.Ofvoters,InPhase1TotalpercentageOf

votersturnoutwas79.93%,intheSecondPhaseitwas80.96%andanestimated

85.04%.of79.2lakhelectorsvotedinthethirdandlastphaseofAssamAssemblyelection.

ToachievetheirVictoryeachpartyhaspledgedandreleasedmanifestoes.BJPreleased



manifestofortheAssamAssemblyElection2021listingout'10Commitments'someofwhich

are:First,BJPpledgedtoreleasea'corrected'versionoftheNationalRegisterofCitizens

(NRC)identifyingillegalmigrantsandresidentswhocouldnotsubstantiatecitizenshipclaimsbut

avoidedanyreferencetotheimplementationofCAAwhichviolatesthespiritofthe1985

AssamAccordthatprescribedthemidnightofMarch24,1971asthecut-offdatefor

detectinganddeportingillegalimmigrants.TheBJPalsodidnotmakeanyremarkaboutthe

Clause6oftheAssamAccordwhichguaranteesConstitutionalsafeguardsfortheindigenous

communities.Second,ItensuredtomakeAssamFlood-Freethroughdredgingofriversand

buildinglargereservoirsforexcessrainwater,strengthening'namghars'andcreatinga

taskforcetorecoverlandsofsatrasandplacesofworshipoftribalpeoplefromillegal

encroachmentfurtherensuringjobopportunities,foodandwatersufficiencyand

entrepreneurialchances.TheBJPalsoassuredtodistributelanddeedstoalllandlessIndian

CitizensoftheStateinaphasedmannerandalsosaidthatitwillbringinappropriatelawsto

tackleandend'landjihad'aswellas'lovejihad'.Alsothepartypromisedtoaddtechnologyto

bordervigilanceandensuredaspecialsocio-economicandcastecensusfortheidentification

ofindigeniousMuslimcommunitiesinordertoextendthebenefitsofvariousStateandCentral

developmentschemesfocusingonminoritywelfare.Toensureprotectingtherightsoflocal

peoplethepartyguaranteedgrantingScheduledTribestosixcommunitieswhichcomprisesof

theTai-Ahom,Koch-Rajbongshi,Moran,Matak,Chutiaand"TeaTribes(Adivasi)".

Alongwiththis,theCongressleaderRahulGandhitooreleasedit'smanifestoforAssammaking

"fiveguarantees"suchasRs.2000permonthforeveryhousewifeandlawtonullifythe

CitizenshipAmendmentAct(CAA).InthemanifestotheCongressalsopromisedfivelakh

governmentjobsand200unitsoffreeelectricitypermonthforallbesideshikingtheminimum

wagesifteagardrnworkerstoRs.365.Congressalsoguaranteestodefendtheideaof

Assamthatcontainsculture,language,tradition,historyandthewayofthinking.AJP(Assam

JatiyaParishad)alsoreleasedpollmanifestohighlightinganumberofassurancesclaimingthat

theAJPwillfightagainstallmovestoencourageillegalinfiltrationwhichmeanttoalterthe

populationpatterninthestate.Italsohaspromisedtoprovidelandrightstocitizens,

establishingathree-tiermarketforlocal,nationalqndinternationalproducesandalsofornulate

shorttermaswellaslongtermmeasurestotaptheBrahmaputraRiver.Thepartyalsoassured

toimplementtherecommendationsoftheHighLevelCommitteeontheAssamAccordina

time-boundmanner.TorecapitulateitsoppositiontotheCAA,thepartyalsoensuredtoput



pressureontheCentralGovernmenttosealtheborderwithBangladesh.

Thuswiththiswecanseehowvariouspartiescontestingforultimateonethronetooktothe

politicalbattlefieldwiththeirownuniquemanifestoes,strategies,conspiracies,propoganda's

andcampaigningtricksforinstance,GrandopenroadshowsbyBJPsupportedandfollowed

bythousandsofpeopleincludingmassivenumberofworkers,sectionsofseniorcitizens,

housewivesandyoungstersaswellasmanysuchralliesbydifferentpartieswerewitnessed.

Withtheadventofdigitalmediaeverythinghasbecomeeasyandwecandefinitelyobserve

thewiseuseofitbyourpoliticalpartiesandleadersusingtheirsocialhandlessmartlyto

showcaseeveryminutedetailsoftheirworksontheiraccountstoreachouttothemass

audience.EarlierPoliticswasthetopicofdiscussionoftheoldpeoplebutnoweventhe

youthshavebecomeaimportantsectiontovoicetheiropinionandperformtheirdemocratic

dutiesandoneofthemostrecentnoticeableandsignificantstrategytolookonishowthe

politicalpartieshavetriedtocapturetheattentionoftheyouthsthroughvariousschemesin

ordertogaintheirsupportandalsotocreateawarenessamongpeopleabouttheirrightsand

dutiesthroughvarioussporticons,filmactorsetc.Overthetimetheconceptofelectionfor

thecitizenhavechangedfrombeingtreatedasaholidaytounderstandingtheimportanceof

votingandchoosingtheirleaders.

______*****______


